THE SPIRIT OF
GHRISTMAS

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” {Galatians 5:22-23}



I¢'s the most wonderful time of the year! I /love Christmas. I
love all the things associaled like Ceoinkly little Christmas lights, candles
éarn/ng, goodies Aa,é/ng y, and cards in my malbox from Ffriends I haven 7
really been in contact cwith for the past year. I love pelling 2he
caretully crapped ornaments from the boxes and remembering where we
got them or who gave them o use. There are ornaments on our tree,
carefully made by little hands in our churches through the years Chat
nowo represent homes cwith children of their cwn. It is always a joy o

/‘e/r/eméer eaC/) one.

We have Several Craditions in our home thal cenler arowund Christimas.
One of those was bequn in just the last few years. wWe have a set of a
dozen mitten ornaments. They came in a dea/ Tami got & a yard sale
where the owwners had decided to move From a country Christmas motif
to Something more modern. wWe decided that irst year to put a prayser
reguest in each one betore we hung them on the Cree. Then each right
when e would read our Advent devetion we coould pull down one of
Che rutlens and pray For the need inside of iZ. After Christmas, we
carefully tuck the mittens back in the box and although ce pray for
Che needs throughoutd the year, the papers reman Zo be opened the
following Christmas. Opening those mittens each year dleways brings a
special kind of joy. As we pull out those names, those needs that
were heaty on our Hewd the year before we find 2hat many of those
prajers have been answered and we are able to begin our Season with a

Spec/'a/ reninder of Aoeo very much GGod loves ws and /istens Zo owr
Prajers.
bach year as I éejfn o Lhink about the Christmas/Advent book, I ¢/ink

and pray abowd how (God may want Co work in the lves of our peocple
during the Christmas season. Thi's year, ¢hrowughoud the whole year, ry



mind has been on Serving and fow we can Serve each other and our
community a large. I beqan Zo think about the spirit of Chrisimas and
how that relades to the +ruits of the Spirit that should be manitested
in our lives throughoud the whole year. This time of year is filled with
opportunities to present to others the Keason we have o celebrate. It
s iy hope thad Some of the ideas within Chis book can cause your
Christmas to become more meanngful and give you opporiunities to
Serve others wound you. It is a challenge when the media is #illing us
wp with Z'/?/'ngé o wat for Christmas, to dake this time to be a bt
more giving, a bit more caring, and bring a bit more peace. I hope Chis
book can be a tool to help you do just thal and have pore
opportunties to Shine as a light in the world.

I cwat o thank everyone who had a part in creating, prooting, coping,
A/'na’/ng, and putting wp with me ditring this process. I wat Zo
especially Chank Sandra Conner for ewriting the devolions this year. I
also want o thak Dan & Kate Conner, Tarv, and Vickie Bayne, for their
contributions. And lasthy, thank you Mrs. Debbie (my adpin assistant)
for surpassing  "qorng eoay and éeyona’ the call of duty." wWith owt her
effords, the book would not have come Z‘oﬂei/?er and I woutld be /Ia\//'nﬁ
one of ry Spells.

I wawit o wish you all a Merry Chrisimas and I fope Chis new year
cwill be the most recoarding year you have had to date. " Serve the lord
with Gladness!!”

Love )

Mr. Tin
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